PreFace the title of this book suggests that it covers a multitude of relations between culture and power both as a general topic and as a particular phenomenon in a specific social time, space and conditions. we hope that the articles in the book will be of interest to a wide variety of social scientists and scholars who examine the issues of power and culture and their configurations in various domains of social life such as the state, education, family, childhood, and intellectuals.
the articles conceptualize culture as a source of symbolic power, and they look at it through language, classifications, meanings and representations used by the social agents in trying to understand and control social reality. People, in their daily social practices, are often more aware of the visible and tangible social constraints and power relations. However, legitimate representations of reality and the classifications through which we comprehend and judge the world around us can be more powerful and deceptive than overt coercion because they are often regarded as something natural or self-evident, and can evoke strong positive sentiments such as loyalty, respect and admiration. Consequently, we regard the type of conceptualization of culture and power presented in the articles of this book very fruitful in the present conditions when so many competing representations of social reality are produced by multiple producers and circulated globally through various media.
This book and the articles are written to honour Professor M'hammed Sabour. We would like to thank all the writers for their great effort and fine collaboration. we would also like to thank ms. maj Vuorre for her excellent help in editing and language correction, mr. Janne kuivalainen and ms. Erja Hirvonen for the layout, and mr. driss Habti and ms. liisa alatalo for the translations.
Jarmo Houtsonen and Ari Antikainen Editors introDuction
this book examines the complex relations between culture and power through the concept of symbolic power in particular. the nexus between culture and power includes three remarkable qualities. First, there is a close but hidden relationship between culture and power, despite the popular impression of culture and power being independent, if not opposite, ingredients of society. as a general rule, personal primary experience is insufficient for scientific evidence. We need to break the selfevident and common understandings and put the nexus between culture and power under scientific scrutiny.
second, the relation between culture and power may emerge in various disguises, which can be studied from different perspectives. For instance, by conceptualizing the linkages between culture and power in terms of symbolic violence, the common cognitive categories will be reconstructed as hidden mechanisms of power that presuppose compatibility between the dispositions and social structures. in such circumstances the dominants by their hegemonic position in society can impose their representation of reality on the dominated without any resistance. this type of power is easiest to find in the history of earlier centuries or in non-democratic societies, but it is also present in developed societies. there are, however, other forms of symbolic power as well, which allow some counter-discourses, negotiations and reflections. both states of symbolic power are analyzed in the articles of this book.
third, the relation between culture and power varies within historical and social contexts. in the bygone age of closed national societies, the relation was different from the current age of accelerated globalization. Furthermore, in everyday life the relation is different from the market-driven or the state-governed institutional activities. Indeed, in his article Siisiäinen highlights Pierre Bourdieu's quotation "power is a relational concept, not a quality of an agent, but of a specific field of agents". Thus, if the structure of the field changes, the content and form of symbolic power will change as well, perhaps not overnight, but gradually.
it is not possible to offer an easy answer to the simple-looking question: what is culture? For instance, both in postmodernism and systems theory, no such relatively independent entity like culture exists. according to luhmann (99, 47), culture functions just as "a memory of social systems" in the modern societal-cultural reality. thus, culture is merging with economy and the other systems of society. lash (990) also argues that the boundary between culture and society has a tendency to disappear. Further, according to postmodernism we are experiencing a radical break from the past and live in a post-modern age, in which culture is promoting and celebrating difference and diversity. in most other sociological perspectives and theories culture has been given a more established and distinctive place. Culture has been defined as a system of beliefs, or a structure of meanings consisting of values, norms, practices, worldviews, representations, knowledge, symbols, signs and languages. Culture is constantly changing in and through social practices but at the same time it includes elements with long duration. Hence culture can be seen as a durable and integrating level in society (braudel 98). in social transformations, the rhythm of cultural change is usually slower than the rhythm of change in institutions and policies.
Either way, there is no consensual conceptualization and theory of culture. For instance archer (996) emphasizes that culture, structure and agency are different perspectives to the social reality, and that culture's connection to structure and agency should be thoroughly defined and discussed in social theory. In constructionist theories, the social construction of reality through language and interaction is emphasized, while the priority of existing structures over social action is stressed in various applications of structuralism. Yet, in Pierre Bourdieu's genetic structuralism and in the theory of field and habitus these polarities are integrated (Bourdieu and wacquant 99). many articles in this book can be read from this perspective or at least from a perspective that tries to find a balance between the structures and agents. some articles in this book examine rather broad structural transformations at the macro level, while others deal with the fine details of language and subjectivity. moreover, the work of intellectuals, i.e. experts who work in various roles in the fields of language, symbols and representations of reality, is given much coverage in some specific articles (see Sabour 2007 Sabour , 2001 ).
our era is often characterized as an age of globalization in contrast to the previous age of closed nation states. Commentators who emphasize the power of economy confine themselves to profess that there is no way back to the golden age of the welfare state since we have already released the forces of global capitalism. they contend that we must merely readjust our lives and at most palliate the gravest symptoms produced by social maladies. the articles in this book, however, approach globalization as interplay between material and symbolic structures and the global and local levels. thus they consider the set of global institutions (e.g. global financial markets and new global cosmopolitanism) and the set of national and local institutions (e.g. states and local activism) to be interacting and conflicting (sassen 007). indeed, on the basis of the number of states, koch argues in his article that the world is "more than ever a world of nation states". For instance, the nordic model of the welfare state implies strong national governments and intensive co-operation between various regional 'partners' in finding ways to use global capitalism for maintaining national wealth and welfare as well. at the same time these countries try to preserve or adjust their cultures to the coming age by looking for new ways to structure education, health care and social policy so as to soften the blows of global capitalism. the articles by antikainen and Houtsonen in this book discuss these changes particularly in the field of education. It is probable that the negative impacts of globalization are more easily alleviated in a state that is not only a political formation, but a nation state or an area with strong socio-cultural identity 3 that binds the citizens together into a rather coherent collective. yet, the new forms of marginality observed by wacquant (007) show that inequality is growing also in the metropolises of the prosperous west.
it is worth remembering that economic power is rarely exercised as brute force or overt oppression, but in its legitimate form, embedded in symbolic capital. this type of legitimate domination is deceitful, because it is often felt by the dominated as loyalty, admiration or respect. thus, the existence of symbolic capital and symbolic domination presupposes an agent willing to submit to such an exercise. "symbolic capital, that is to say, capital -in whatever form -insofar as it is represented, i.e. apprehended symbolically, in a relationship of knowledge, or, more precisely, of misrecognition and recognition, presupposes the intervention of the habitus, as a socially constituted cognitive capacity" (bourdieu 986, ). symbolic capital requires that the habitus, the system organizing actions, perceptions and judgments, is adapted to the social structures by previous acquisition and inculcation. in modern society the most important institution in this respect is education, and the central bank of symbolic credit is the state.
Moreover, the symbolic structures, categories and classifications and other systems of knowledge and communication exercise their structuring power in the construction of reality by establishing a logical and moral order of society. Hence, symbolic power also presupposes specialists of symbolic work, such as producers of religious rites and discourse, or official or semi-official "high priests" of the state. Moreover, it presupposes dissimulation and transfiguration, or naturalization and euphemization, of the real relations of power that, for example, guarantee the reproduction of class inequalities through education. because symbolic power "can be exercised only if it is recognized, that is, misrecognized as arbitrary" -arbitrary meaning here relative to a particular social group -it resides in the relation between the dominant and the dominated who submit to it voluntarily (bourdieu 994a, 70). The efficacy of symbolic power depends on social agents' submission on the basis of a predisposition to recognize it as a legitimate representation of reality.
objective relations, i.e. relations between positions occupied within the distribution of the resources and analyzed in the objectivist moment of research, form the basis of perceptions and representations of these material structures. it is crucial to understand that the social reality can be constructed and divided by various principles of vision and division, though the most decisive differences often are economic, educational and occupational ones. However, social agents have an unequal access to the scarce resources due to other divisions as well, namely gender, ethnicity, nationality, and religion, which are often complexly related to economic differences. (bourdieu 994b).
in modern society education is a major mechanism through which many forms of societal power, both material and symbolic, are reproduced and transformed. the importance of education as a social institution is recognized in many articles of this book. the analysis of education plays an important part in uncovering the hidden facets of symbolic power. indeed, bourdieu (996, ) argues that "[t]he sociology 4 of education is a chapter, and not a minor one at that, in the sociology of knowledge and the sociology of power, not to mention the sociology of philosophy of power. Far from being the kind of applied, and hence inferior, science (only suitable for educationalists) that has ordinarily been the view of it, the sociology of education lies at the foundation of a general anthropology of power and legitimacy."
Education is heavily regulated, and for example in the nordic Countries it is almost totally organized by the state. nowadays, in the era of welfare state restructuring (beach 00; buti et al. 999; Esping-andersen 997; koch 006; timonen 003), education is a target of neo-liberal ideology and new public management policies that stress the blessings of markets and privatization of public services and property. although we can indicate broader global forces contributing to these changes, education has also another facet in addition to the global or general, that is, the local or particular, and namely the ideas of bildung or the nordic model. while neo-liberal ideology and new efficiency-oriented policy discourses can be seen as processes of convergence, we can also observe strong local ideals and structures that are caused by historical path-dependencies (antikainen 007). Consequently, symbolic power is not only a force of repression, but, if equipped with reflexive socio-analysis, a powerful tool that could be used for emancipation and empowerment.
Part i: symboliC (mis)rEPrEsEntations oF rEality
Martti Siisiäinen sets the foundation for this book by examining Pierre Bourdieu's ideas about symbolic power as a potentially critical concept. siisiäinen describes how symbolic power and capital are related to economic, cultural and social capital through communicative and cognitive practices, which legitimize the arbitrary and unequal distribution of resources, subjective hopes and objective chances in society. thus he shows how symbolic violence presupposes the compatibility of social structures and subjective structures. siisiäinen continues to discuss how the non-discursive principles of construction of reality, doxa, can be challenged by becoming aware of antithetic beliefs (heterodoxa) thereby forcing the dominant beliefs to become more explicit and defensive (ortodoxa). He concludes that Bourdieu's conceptualizations of habitus as a potentially creative and symbolic power (as potentially critical) offer possibilities to challenge dominant powers and defend the achievements of social progress, e.g. the welfare state.
Remi Lenoir's point of departure is methodological and fundamental. sociology, like any other science, began with the suspension of the primordial form of adhesion to the world, which bachelard calls "the primary experience" and which can be considered the main "epistemological obstacle" to scientific progress. Social science starts by breaking the illusion of transparency and the immediate common understanding of social world. instead, social science must construct its research objects by analysing the necessary objective relations and conditions imperceptible for the everyday understanding, which applies naturalized categories of thought and communication. All our operations of everyday classification and representation are strategies of symbolic manipulation, which can be analyzed as classificatory conflicts related to a particular form of class structure. these statements are particularly true in the case of family, which is Lenoir's principle object of interest. The article is a kind of scholarly fireworks of the social history of perceiving and classifying the family.
Louis Pinto analyzes an important aspect of symbolic violence, namely the various social uses of 'I', the first person narrative, as an expression of social authority. He analyses for instance frameworks, presuppositions, inferences, paralinguistic gestures, and modes of expression. The first person accounts are embedded in presuppositions that are taken for granted by the interlocutors, yet these principles establish the forms of authority of the subject and validate the contents of conversation. Pinto shows particularly well how the forms and volumes of capital determine the effectiveness of various uses of 'I', pointing out that it is actually the social group that validates and legitimates the statements made by 'I'. Therefore, the identity of the speaker and the power relations between the conversationalists in their transfigured forms are important.
Loïc Wacquant examines the dispossessed districts, quarters and neighborhoods that are common in every metropolis of the First world. He concentrates particularly on the experience of urban relegation in a black american ghetto and a French working-class banlieu. in the era of global capitalism, the marked-out zones of advanced marginality, found even in the cities of the welfare states, are perceived by the residents and outsiders alike as areas that are socially and morally low-ranking and stigmatized. they are publicly known as urban hellholes in which violence, vice, and decadence are common. These neighborhoods, which used to be social 'places' with a more positive identification and a more or less functioning social organization, have turned into 'spaces' with no collective control and social protection. While the residents of these areas occupy close positions in the social structure, the advanced marginality implies scattered identifications without a common subjectivity or a capacity to organize collective resistance. wacquant also presents some implications of the advanced marginality for the unfinished emergence of the 'precariat'.
Part ii: transForminG statE, EduCation and CHildHood
Max Koch argues that the state is not losing its importance and power, but rather transforming its institutions and socio-economic regulation in the era of global capitalism. He discusses how the form and function of the state has developed in parallel to the capitalist economy. Capitalist wealth creation was structurally separated from the state, but it was nevertheless dependent on state protection with its monopoly of legitimate coercive power and administration. the state continues to maintain a minimum of social cohesion through its formally independent institutions, and it also legitimizes inequalities. the relations between the economy and the state, and therefore the forms of regulation and governance exercised by the state, vary in historical contexts. These variations are influenced by changes in the interests 6 of various social groups inside and outside the state. in the late 0th and early st centuries the internationalization of economy and the division of labor has produced more complex structures of the state. Various post-national forms of supra-national to local regulation and administration have emerged. these new forms of governance are linked to global capitalism and division of labor, which rest more on partnerships, soft laws, networks and expertise than overt and direct control. The 'Schumpeterian' state organizes local, regional and international activities, and acts more as a guide rather than a police and tries to maintain the minimal social cohesion.
Jo Moran-Ellis and Heinz Sünker argue that to create conditions for political democracy, we require a new vision of the process of education, which would embrace a dialectical relationship between knowledge and action, and an unconditional extension of citizenshithe authors insist that children should be accepted as actors in society alongside adults with full entitlements to democratic participation in the power relations, which govern everyday lives directly and indirectly. the current distribution of power between age-groups limits the participation of children to political and democratic society. thus we need a radical change in the relationship between power, culture and childhood. indeed, they say, through changing the structural conditions of childhood, children would have the opportunities to become skilled in participation as a life principle as early on as possible. this means real self-determination and participation, not just hearing children's voices or an expert translation of their needs and desires.
Ari Antikainen discusses the nordic model of the welfare state and education as an example of the relationship between power, state and education. He shows how restructuring processes from a keynesian welfare state towards a schumpeterian competition state are proceeding at policy and institutional levels alike. nevertheless, the basic structures of the nordic model, especially the principles of comprehensive and local schools, are left untouched. by the institutional approach, a new path generation or institutional pattern is emerging, but its legitimization will take a long time. success stories such as the danish labour market reform and the rise of the Finnish knowledge-intensive iCt cluster (or nokia) have paved the way for this transformation. Changes in policy and organization are much faster to occur than changes in socio-cultural domains. Equity and trust are still major conditions for efficiency and 'competitiveness', and moreover, popular among the majority.
Jarmo Houtsonen analyzes, on the basis of a comprehensive national sample, how Finnish teachers in elementary, lower secondary and upper secondary schools have responded to specific changes in the governance of education. These reforms have been a part of the overall restructuring of the Finnish welfare state, which has been influenced by the global diffusion of neo-liberal ideology and new public management ideas. yet, Finland has adopted these world-wide policies in it own particular and local manner. state regulation in the form of direct orders and overt control has given way to governance by goals, accountability and evaluation. schools, headmasters and teachers are obliged to develop their own curriculum within the national framework, teachers are required to plan and evaluate their work, and schools are urged to co-operate intensively with parents and other interest groups. Houtsonen shows that despite governance measures being formally the same for each school category, teachers' perceptions of the reforms vary within the different categories. This is probably due to the schools' distinct positions in the social space of education, which grants them varying autonomy to buffer against the new institutional requirements.
Part iii: CulturEs and aGEnCy in CHanGinG ContEXts
Giovanna Campani argues in her interesting article that language plays a major role in the structuring of society along with the cohesion of an ethnic group and the state power. Through an example of five European countries, namely Germany, France, italy, Great britain and spain, she examines both the state language policies and the mobilization of ethnic and immigrant language minorities. Campani concludes that the cultural, linguistic and ethnic complexity inside the nation-states and inside the European union has not yet found a translation into policies aiming to preserve the rich linguistic heritage of Europe and to promote cultural pluralism. rethinking the national identity and opening it to cultural, linguistic and ethnic complexity could be the future solution.
Tamar Rapoport and Elena Neiterman extend the application of the concept of habitus into the analysis of religious educational practices within a particular nation. they examine the transformation of habitus of adolescent Jewish girls who have migrated without their parents from russia to israel to study in religious girls-only boarding schools. before the migration these girls did not know much about Judaism or israel. in israel they were regarded, especially by the religious Jews, gentiles or half-blooded at most. therefore, the schooling was organized to transform these previously secular girls into religious female citizens by controlling their bodily practices and appearances. Constant performance of gendered and religious physical acts and wearing a skirt were central elements in the emergence of religious beliefs, emotions and memories. according to the authors, the skirt in particular represents the transformation, or even a revolution in the girls' deportment and their bodily and sexual dispositions.
Wen Wang shows another side of the economic boom in China by looking at the son preference culture and discrimination of girls and their linkages to the Confucian traditions of the patriarchal society and the one-child policy of the state. boys and girls have been given different status in the family and, consequently, have had different educational opportunities and possibilities for social mobility and power. the son preference culture is still dominant among the poor un-educated peasants who favor boys in their long-term family welfare strategies. However, the urban educated class tends to treat boys and girls equally. indeed, there are more opportunities for women to succeed in education and work, even if living alone, in urban areas due to the expanding economy. with her ethnographic data, wang demonstrates both tragic and successful life courses of individual women. by putting the son preference culture and family strategies in a broader socio-economic context, we understand both the discrimination and the emergent empowerment of Chinese girls.
Sinikka Ruohonen and Jarmo Houtsonen analyze the opportunities of the Finnish fashion and textile industry in the globalizing world especially by applying Pierre Bourdieu's theory of field and power. The Finnish fashion and textile industry was shaken by various structural changes such as the collapse of the soviet union and the dramatic economic recession of the early 990s. Consequently, half of the people working in the textile, clothing, leather, and shoemaking industries lost their jobs, and many enterprises were either closed down or they moved their production to countries of cheaper labour force. the industry was also faced with more intensive competition than ever before, due to liberalized world trade. in addition, the entire scene of culture and lifestyle has become more and more fragmented, and the previous hierarchies of taste and fashion have eroded, rendering customers more power relative to enterprises. in this context the technological change and the re-organization of the Finnish fashion and clothing education has offered novel possibilities for new agents in the field. As the old authoritarian Western fashion organization has changed, styles and fashion spread almost in real time to every corner of the world, without any clear centre of power.
Carmel Desmarchelier offers an interpretation of australian identity, geography and culture in the context of her own moving from tasmania to new south wales. she analyses the interrelations between history, nature and society starting with the settlement of the british and the exclusion, or almost extinction, of the australian aboriginals. the concepts of place and space are central in her analysis because she insists that the meanings of landscapes and buildings are internalized as viewpoints and can thus become salient and durable features of people's identities. In addition to nature, Desmarchelier also discusses the significance of art, consumption and taste in the context of globalization and modernization of the australian culture. The paper is not only an interpretation of Australia, but also an attempt of reflexive socio-analysis by the author herself.
Part iV: EmErGinG idEntitiEs oF intEllECtuals in GlobaliZinG world
Kirsti Suolinna and Tommy Lahtinen give a rich and illustrative description of tangier as a meeting place for north african and European cultures and their delegates at the age of the last sultans of morocco. these encounters occurred between European scholars, artists and diplomats, and moroccans from the higher social strata. the authors have made an exhaustive study of the life and work of Edward westermarck, one of the forgotten fathers of sociology and anthropology, and they use this expertise in the article. thus they have knowledge and understanding of the encounter of cultures between individual travellers and moroccans in that time. they discuss many encounters in detail, and depict some more general characteristics of the meeting of two or more cultures and religions. the article also provides, though not explicitly, tools for thinking about the present tensions between muslim and Christian civilizations.
